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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY MINISTRY UPDATE

Celebrating ONE Marriage Conference
This past weekend, 57 couples and a few singles joined us at the Celebrating ONE
Marriage Conference at GVBC. We had dating and engaged couples, newly
married couples, all the way up to couples married over 50 years!  We were
reminded that God designed husband and wife to be “one flesh.”  The marriage
vow is a sacred commitment before God, a covenant promise to be faithful,
steadfast, and sacrificial over the course of a lifetime. Though our self-
centeredness gets in the way, God uses marriage to make us holy. As we pursue
holiness in a right relationship with Him, we are able to get back to Celebrating
ONE – celebrating the “one flesh” of God’s original design.

It was a great weekend filled with a balance of serious moments and fun moments.
Main session speakers were Pastor Steve and myself, and marriage workshops
were given by Bill Dresser and Stephanie Nakayama, both Licensed Family and
Marriage Therapists from within our GVBC family. During lunch on Saturday, we
got a kick out of seeing Paul Hirano catch the garter toss and Karen Kawashima
catch the bouquet toss. With a special “cake-cutting” ceremony, we also honored
the couples in our midst who have been married for 50 years or more – Ron and
Anne Matsuda (50 years), Richard and Keiko Imatomi (50 years), and George and
Shig Hirano (66 years). We shared laughter and tears as we heard personal
testimonies and identified with the joys and struggles of dealing with the complex
issues of marriage. It was an amazing weekend and we all left the conference
challenged and encouraged!

Re|Engage

Starting on Friday, March 11, we will be launching a program called Re|Engage,
which is open to all married couples. We will meet every Friday from 7:00-8:45pm
at GVBC, for the 13 weeks between March 11 – June 10 (no meeting on March 25,
Good Friday). Here is the format we’ll be using:

 7:00-7:30pm – large group teaching / testimony

 7:30-8:45pm – small group sharing / discussion

There will be about 5 couples in each small group, including a mentor couple who
will lead the group. The curriculum will include topics of love and brokenness,
grace and humility, communication and conflict, and much more. If you are
interested in being a part of Re|Engage, please contact me at Daniel@gvbc.net or
call me at the church office, ext. 681 and I can give you more information.

Please continue to pray for the Marriage and Family Ministry at GVBC!  God bless
you.

Daniel Matsuda
Associate Pastor, Marriage and Family
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JANUARY BOARD REPORT
By Jim Kawashima

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Your 2016 Board of Deacon's met for the first time this year on January 5, welcoming our new, albeit experienced, Board
Members. Former Moderators David Cheng and Bob Matsushima accompanied newcomer Kate Bun, past Assistant
Treasurer Silvio Carrara who takes on the Treasurer position, and Hermann Schurr who returns as Church Clerk.

After beginning with a time of silence centering on Christ and a short devotional, our first order of business was to
approve the minutes from the December 1, 2015 Board Meeting.

We continued with the approval of the October financial statement as presented by Pastor Steve who also reviewed the
financials in its entirety. It was a good review for all of us who now have a very good understanding of our finances and
budget.

Our income for October was $106,758 with expenses of $128,680 which resulted in a negative $21,922. Year-to-date we
were negative $28,855. But, not to worry. Our revenues for November and December (unaudited) were $123,009 and
$167,124, respectively. Completed statements were not available at the time of our meeting.

We approved membership for Cynthia Iiyama, Alex and Douglas Okamuro. Please welcome our newest members of
GVBC. We also approved the removal of two members, one having gone home to our Lord and one transfer.

Discussion items included the forming of a committee consisting of approximately five church members to review and
recommend changes to our church constitution, Christmas Eve Service, and the January 7 Come Forward Communion
Service. We welcome any comments and feedback from anyone who would like to address anything our church is doing.

As we move forward into this new year, I pray all of us will continue to grow in our spiritual walk with Jesus and apply
whatever knowledge of God's words we gain through Sunday sermons, individual and/or group Bible study and our
community groups.

Praise God for the body of Christ here at GVBC.
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Pauline & Peter Kaneshige Frank & Sumiye Fujita’s
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2016 CITY OF GARDENA APPRECIATION
By Pastor James Chang, Assistant Pastor

Thank you so much to all those who sweated
away making cookies and writing letters and
offering personal delivery service to all those
serving our Gardena City: the Police
Department, the Fire Department, Public
Works, Parks & Rec, and all our City Officers

Our GVBC Neighborhood Ministry continues to
equip our church family to show the love of
Jesus in practical and thoughtful ways to all our
neighbors. And this past week, for Valentine's
Day, our simple giving of letters and cookies
gave our city a profound message of Christ's
love, joy, unity, and peace.

Praise God!

Administrative Services City Clerk & Treasurer office

GVBC cookie baker

Parks & Recreation office

Public Works office

Building Maintenance office

Public Works office
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WORK DAY AT GVBC

Thanks to the volunteers that came out on Saturday, February 6, much was
accomplished:

 Rusted rails in front were sanded and primed (thank you Volleyball
Ministry!)

 Weeds were pulled all around the facilities

 Kitchen was cleaned: stove, convection oven, walls, vents, drains and floor

Besides working hard, it was a great time of fellowship. Thanks also to the Hula
Ministry for providing a wonderful lunch and Jean Urabe for the delicious homemade
snack. The next Work Day is March 5. All are welcomed to keep GVBC beautiful!  No
experience necessary.

NOTE: A reminder that if you use the facilities, please clean up afterwards.

Sunday, February 21
12:30 p.m.

Community Hall.
Highlights of our Business Meeting are:

 2016 church vision
 Appreciate our out-going Board of Deacons Members
 Review our 2015 Annual Report
 Pastor Makito Matsuda from Oasis Chapel, Rifu, Japan will give us an update on Oasis

Chapel and Japan.

If you did not pay for the ordered lunch, please bring your own.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

2016 PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 The Getty Center:  Tuesday, April 19, depart from GVBC at 10:30 a.m., return approx. 5:30 p.m. Cost is $99 per

person. DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, April 3. Includes tram ride up to the Getty Center, touring the
museum at your own pace, and a family-style lunch at Rusty’s Surf Ranch located on the historic Santa Monica Pier.

 Yosemite National Park:  Tuesday, May 10 to Thursday, May 12, (3 days/2 nights). Departs from the New Gardena
Hotel at 8:00 a.m. on May 10, returns approx. 6:00 p.m. on May 12. Cost is $565 per person (double), $655 (single),
DEADLINE:  Final payment due Sunday, April 3. Two night stay in Tuolomne at the Black Oak Casino Resort with
breakfast each morning, a full day of touring Yosemite National Park and lunch in the park, free time on your own,
motorcoach transportation.

For more info contact Richard & Keiko Imatomi via the church office or after the worship services in the Courtyard. Fliers
and registration forms will be available as each trip draws nearer. Make checks out to Gardena Valley Baptist Church.

2017 PRIMETIMER’S HONSHU HIGHTLIGHTS JAPAN TOUR MARCH 28 — APRIL 7, 2017
LAX Departure: Tuesday, March 28, 2017, LAX Arrival: Friday, April 07, 2017
Cost: $4,598 per person, double/triple occupancy [NOTE:  checks payable to: Japan Deluxe Tours]
Single Supplement add $720
“PAY-IN-FULL” by May 27, 2016 and receive 7% discount. Discount also available for people on the
waiting list.
DEADLINE: Deposit of $200, the Tour Member’s Agreement and Tour Application Form are due by
May 27, 2016. Balance is due Dec. 27, 2016.
To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
or visit their table in the Courtyard after the worship services.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONE
Jean Nojima and family in the passing of her beloved husband, Lyman, who passed away on Thursday, February 11. The
memorial service will be held at GVBC on Tuesday, March 15, 6:30 p.m. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

To Pastor Ron & Anne Matsuda, Pastor Daniel & Linda Matsuda and family in the passing of their mother
and grandmother, Alma Watanabe, who passed away on Tuesday, February 11. Alma was 105 years old.
The memorial service will be private.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to Kathy Sato on the birth of her first grandchild. Born to Willie &
Kristine Sato, a healthy baby boy, Marshall Masahiro. Marshall was born on February 9
at 12:04 a.m. He was 19.3 inches long.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Hi, A belated "thank you" for the beautiful floral arrangement for my total hip replacement surgery in January. Special
thanks to Pastor Steve for coming down to the hospital to pray and spend some time with me before surgery. God is good
— I am now 90% toward full recovery.  Alice Kimura

Hello my wonderful church family, Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers, visits, get well cards, texts, food, and
most of all, your heartfelt prayers and encouragement. I’m recovering well and look forward to joining everyone again at
church to worship, fellowship, and serve our awesome God. With much love, Gerald Mayewaki

(L) Alma’s 100th
surprise birthday
in 2010 with Anne



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS
Wednesday, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., Room 218. OASIS is a
weekly Bible study taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 20, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m., Room 113
(adjacent to the kitchen). Continuing the DVD series by
Dr. Tony Evans titled "Kingdom Man.".

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST & THE MOVIE WAR ROOM
Saturday, February 27, 8:30 — 11:30 a.m., Community
Hall. Cost is $5 per person, breakfast included. We will be
showing the film, War Room. The War Room encourages
and challenges us to take this spiritual warfare seriously
and use God's powerful provision of prayer to claim God's
victory in our lives. Registration begins February 7 and
ends on February 21. Please invite your friends. Register
after the worship services in the Courtyard after first
service and Community Hall after second service or call
the office.

WORK DAY
Saturdays of March 5 & 26, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-
up coffee and donuts and end with a delicious free lunch.
Our March 26 Work Day we’ll be decorating for Easter
Sunday services. No experience needed. Come when you
can, leave when you must.

Re|Engage
Starts Friday, March 11, 7:00 — 8:45 p.m., for 13-weeks
until June 10 (no meeting on March 25, Good Friday).
Open to all married couples. Here is the format we’ll be
using:
 7:00-7:30pm – large group teaching / testimony
 7:30-8:45pm – small group sharing / discussion
There will be about 5 couples in each small group,
including a mentor couple who will lead the group. The
curriculum will include topics of love and brokenness,
grace and humility, communication and conflict, and much
more. If you are interested in being a part of Re|Engage,
please contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda at
Daniel@gvbc.net or call him at the church office, ext. 681.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, March 12 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.

DAYLIGNTS SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
Sunday, March 13 Spring forward one hour

CLASSES AT GVBC
Sunday, March 13, 12:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high
school age and up. For those seeking information
about GVBC and who would like to become a
member and/or be baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve
Langley.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual
maturity. Taught by Pastors Annette Kakimoto &
James Chang.
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301 Class (Part I March 6, Part 2 March13),
Discovering Ministry. Learn about your unique
spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart,
Abilities, Personality, Experience) and take the next
step in the ministry exploration process (must attend
two-part series). Taught by Pastor Daniel Matsuda &
Susan Wakuta.
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches
you how to redefine your life’s mission and how you
can live as a witness to Christ. Taught by Pastor
Christ Koga & Layne Wakuta.

A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail
her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

EARLY CHILDHOOD EASTER CELEBRATION
Saturday, March 19, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m. For nursery
through Kindergarten and their family. Please join us for a
tasty breakfast followed by special activity stations in our
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. There will also be an
opportunity to have your family portrait taken.
Grandparents, this is an opportunity to bring your
grandchildren! See sign up form in the narthex or online.

PALM SUNDAY March 20

MAUNDY THURSDAY March 24

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE March 25, 7:00 — 8:00 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES English March 27, 8:45 &
11:00 a.m., Community Hall, Nichigo at 11:00 a.m.

OFFICE CLOSED Monday, March 28

INSPIRING HYMNS AND HERITAGE TOUR OF
ENGLAND Sponsored by JEMS
June 1 – 10. Visit places where hymn writers lived and
were inspired to pen hymns proclaiming rich and dynamic
biblical truths. Learn hymn writers’ history and have
opportunities to listen during recitals and evensong at
various chapels and cathedrals. Visit famous landmarks:
Buckingham Palace, Westminster Abbey,  St. Paul’s
Cathedral, Big Ben and the Tower of London. Tour price:
$4,495 per person, double occupancy, payment due
March 26. More info at www.JEMS.org.

JEMS SPECIAL CAMP: MALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
JEMS Special Camp runs from Sunday, June 26 to
Saturday, July 2 at the Monte Vista Christian School in
Watsonville, CA. JEMS Special Camp needs male
volunteers to minister specifically to male individuals with
developmental disabilities and reaching out to the
disabled with the love of Jesus. No experience needed.
Volunteers may be called upon to assist with toileting,
bathing, dressing, and feeding. For more info or to register
go to their website at www.jemsspecialcamp.org. For
questions you can email them at
director@jemsspecialcamp.org. DEADLINE: Saturday,
April 9.
JEMS MT. HERMAN FAMILY CAMP
Saturday, June 25 — Saturday, July 2

GVBC WOMEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, June 25 to Sunday, June 26 at BIOLA
University. SAVE the date!
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, March 2 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.”
Hard copies available in the Narthex and the back of the Community Hall.
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, February 28.

Announcements

ATTENTION Amazon Shoppers
AmazonSmile.com is a website operated by Amazon which has the same selection of
products and shopping features (including Amazon Prime member benefits) as on
Amazon.com.

The difference is, when you shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the eligible
charitable organization of your choice.

Gardena Valley Baptist Church is registered as an eligible organization so please
check it out next time you’re shopping online. Thank you for thinking of us!

Scholarships for Success
Christian Community Credit Union is awarding $65,000 in multi-year scholarships!

The Christian Community Credit Union’s multi-year “Scholarships for Success”
program is awarding scholarships to qualified students who are members of the
Credit Union with an active checking account, attending a college, university, or
seminary for the 2016-2017 academic year, and enrolling (per semester/quarter) with
12 units or more for Undergraduate students; six units or more for Graduate students.

For more information about the Scholarships for Success program, please visit the
website at: myCCCU.com/scholarship.

DEADLINE: Scholarship applications are due by March 31, 2016.

You can download scholarship applications at: myCCCU.COM/promotescholarship.

For more info or questions call 800-347-CCCU (2228) or email: info@mycccu.com.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adults
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Series: The Beatitudes, Path to Healing

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Pastor Steve Langley
Blessed are the merciful

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Pastor James Chang
Blessed are the pure in heart

SUNDAY, MARCH 6/COMMUNION
Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Blessed are the peacemakers

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
Pastors Steve Langley & James Chang
Blessed are those who are persecuted

WINTER
WORSHIP

SCHEDULE


